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Self-Assessment
My writing has always been good. When I was in my home country, I never faced difficulties on writing. Now I am in a different country with a different language. So When I took this course, I was little bit worried about how it was going to be or what type of problem I could face. But this course helped me to realize that through practice and revision anybody can write something at college level. So, During the semester we wrote a summary and response essay, exploratory essay, bibliography and a research critical analysis paper. Writing these papers taught me how to express myself through some systematic way of writing. In this course, I demonstrated few courses learning outcomes.
The first learning outcome was Explore and analyze in their own and others’ writing a variety of genres and rhetorical situations. I demonstrated this for our first writing assignment when we wrote a Summary and response essay. The main objective was to summarize and response it with 2 or 3 rhetorical situations. I explored the message behind the article that we used to summarize by looking at things like purpose and audience and tried to analyze it. Below I put this excerpt from reflection. 
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The second learning outcome states that Develop strategies for reading, drafting, revising, and editing. Through the course of writing essays this semester, I followed several process in order to write the essays. For example, for my exploratory essay or critical analysis essay, I had to read the texts I was using in my paper. When I am done reading, I had to map out what my arguments were, what my claims were. After I did my first draft. When I finished drafting, I had to read over my work and fix errors. With each essay, I improved little bit on this process. Inserted below is from my draft of my critical analysis essay. [image: ]
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The third learning outcome states that Understand and use print and digital technologies to address a range of audiences. Through the use of Blackboard in this composition class, I was able to share my journal response.  My audience here was my classmates. Now I have this portfolio with the work I have done for this class. Inserted is a screenshot of Journal that I wrote:
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The fourth learning outcome states: Recognize and practice key rhetorical terms and strategies when engaged in writing situations. This learning outcome was demonstrated in the writing of my Summary and Response essay. To fully understand the meaning of a text in general, I had to consider the audience, genre, media/design, stance, and purpose. I addressed some of these rhetorical terms where I explained what their importance were. Inserted below is an excerpt from my Summary and Response essay where I determined the purpose and audience of the essay that we read.
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.
I engaged in the collaborative and social aspects of writing processes. In class, we did workshop on essays which I think best part of the class. This is helpful because you get to see lot of others writing at a time and compare it to yourself. While doing this, my peers addressed some silly mistakes that I would never able find it. Discussing with peers is better because lot of eyes on my easy helped me to fix lot of problems easily. 
Another course learning outcome that I demonstrated was to locate research sources (including academic journal articles, magazine and newspaper articles) in the library’s databases or archives and on the Internet and evaluate them for credibility, accuracy, timeliness, and bias. I achieved this course learning outcome by using CCNY databases for research on my exploratory essay and research critical analysis. This helped me find the sources that are more reliable and trustworthy than the sources found on internet. These sources played a big role in these two papers since it required a lot of research.
Furthermore, the learning outcome was composing texts that integrate the student’s stance and language with appropriate sources, using strategies such as summary, critical analysis, interpretation, synthesis, and argumentation. In our exploratory and critical research papers, we had to make an argument and prove that argument through evidence and analyzing. I analyzed the argument and evidence at my level best. All my claims supported my argument in my thesis. 

 
I practiced systematic applications of citation conventions. This was possible through my exploratory essay and research critical analysis. I demonstrated this by doing annotated bibliographies. When we write something like research paper, we use lot of outside resources. So, for that we had to use MLA format citation. For this reason, annotated bibliographies helped me to evaluate the source, how it goes with my essay and citing it properly. Also, through the class workshop, my peers gave me feedback to fix my citation and it helped me to do it properly in the paper.
Overall, during the semester we wrote a Summary and response essay, exploratory essay, and a research critical analysis paper. All of these papers helped me to improve as a writer. Though I have always been a good writer since back home. Now I am able to write papers at a entry college level In my second language which is English.
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Particularly this assignment is “summary and response essay”. So, for me summarizing
something is really difficult. Because I can’t decide how to put all this important event and make
it organized and simple. So I tried one thing which is analyzing deeply, tried to understand what
or why the author actually wrote it for. Then I start taking notes to summarize it. But to be
honest, it wasn’t easy for me to it. That’s why I took my time and tried to start it by random
draft. Then I put together all of my thoughts and finished it. And I feel like I accomplished
something like how to think and analyze in a systematic way or academic way to write an
summary and response essay. My audience actually our professor of this class. She the person

who’s going to read it. I gave my best to make her understand what’s the purpose of this essay.
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“Our buff office files carried thousands of these stories and if, when we started our law
partnership, we had not been rebels against South African apartheid, our experiences in our
offices would have remedied the deficiency. We had risen to professional status in our
community, but every case in court, every visit to the prisons to interview clients, reminded us of
the humiliation and suffering burning into our people.” (Oliver Tambo 1) In 1952, Nelson
Mandela opened his law office. In that period of time, African were desperate for legal help.
They needed someone to handle all this oppression. It shows that he was trying to bring self-
awareness amongst all oppressed people. That’s how Nelson Mandela used his leadership skills
and approached to his followers.
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Tambo is “In 1952, In 1952, Nelson Mandela opened his law office. In that period of time,
African were desperate for legal help from lawyer. They needed someone to handle all this
oppression. (Oliver Tambo 1) It shows that how he tried to change this social system to brin;
back fundamental rights for his people in south Africa. He was trying to bring self-awarenes
amongst all oppressed people. That’s how Nelson Mandela uses his leadership skills and
approached to his followers.
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In our society, using proper language to express out thoughts, scenarios, and opinions is very important and impactful. In Rebecca Solnit's essay, it says that “Language
can erase, distort, point in the wrong direction, throw out decoys and distractions. It can bury the bodies or uncover them". (Solnit 3) It means, give a misleading or
false impression of things that we witness can destroy our surroundings or society. It can make things irrelevant, bring harms to ones life. And that's happening a lot.
Its all about expressing something with a wrong idea in our thoughts . One of the examples is when she says white kids are “hanging out” but the black kids are
“loitering or lurking “.(Solnit 3). This clearly shows that how powerful language is. It can turn normal things to chaotic such as racial discrimination etc.

Overall, she tried to explain that we need to use language properly, precisely and carefully to make our life meaningful and less chaotic. It can bring trust, unity among
the people by just using language properly and carefully. It has the power to create the situation worse to better or better to worse.
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The purpose of this essay was to inform the people how he was perceived as threat and
the struggle he faced. He mainly focused on woman and black community while writing this
essay. Because he said after dark, in Brooklyn women who fear the most of him. So, they get
extra alert crossing him. Another example of racism is “I entered a jewelry store on the city’s
affluent near North Side. The proprietor excused herself and returned enormous red Doberman
pinscher straining at the end of a leash. She stood, the dog extended toward me,” (Staple P-1, 25)
This shows that women seemed to be terrified by Black men in public space. He did nothing
wrong. But I could say he also try informing these women black people were not there to hurt
them. He was trying change their mind-set up about discriminations and racism on black people.
On the other hand, it was a lesson for all black people who was facing discrimination or still




